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12th ANNUAL MEEI'ING city on the Heart" and Chris Long of St. John's 
University, "Evaluation of Lidocaine Toxicity 

The Annual Meeting of the Society of Forensic and Lethality". Funds to support the Education 
Toxicologists will be :celd jOintly with the fall Research Award are solicited from industry. 
meeting of the Mid-Atlantic Association of For- The Grants and Endowment camlittee of Nick Hod
ensic Scientists. The scientific program will nett and Ray Bath are actively pursuing addi
include a symposium on factors affecting rrodern tiona1 support for our Educational Award. Tan 
forensic toxicology, discussions of unusual toxi-Rejent is the chairman of the Educational Awards 
cology cases, interpretation of data and the 
availability of Tho v.crkshops. 
The ~!:1ngsite is the Rosslyn Westpark Hotel, 
Rossfyn, Virginia. The v.crkshops will be held 
on October 13, 1982, with the remainder of the 
scientific program taking place on October 14 
and 15, 1982. Title of papers and authors 
soould be sul:rnitted to the program chairperson 
prior to June 15, 1982. Abstracts soould be 
completed and submitted prior to September, 
1982. Registration for the v.crksoops soould 
also be suJ::mitted prior to September 1, 1982. 
In the event of poor registration for the 
v.crkshops, they will be cancelled and regis
tration fees will be returned. Members re
gistering for the meeting prior to October 
1, 1982 will pay a registration fee of $30. 
Registration after that date will have to 
include a $5 late registration charge. 
If you have not already received your first 
mailing, you should address all corres
pondence to: Dr. Marina Stajic, Office of 
the Chief Medical Examiner, The Fairfax 
Hospital, 3300 Gallows Road, Falls Church, 
Va. 22046, or call (703) 560-7944. 

EDUCATIOOAL RESEARCH AWARD 'IO 

BARRY LEVINE 


The SOciety of Forensic Toxicologist's Edu
cational Research Award for this year has been 

Review Carrnittee and encourages applicants to 
suJ::mit their proposals to his oarrnittee. 

SPECIAL SOFT ISSUE OF JAT 

Dear SOFT Member: 

The time is upon us to prepare another Special 
Issue of the Journal of Analytical Toxicology. 
The goal is to have this issue in print for our 
meeting is Rosslyn. If we adhere to the Sche
dule of Deadlines below, I have received a can
m1tment from JAT that this issue will be publi 
shed as the September-0ctober issue. 
Ten to twelve manuscripts are necessary to fill 
one birronthly publication. This is your oppor
tunity to cornnunicate case reports, technical 
innovations, and unusual findings to your col
leagues. Having talked with many of you, I 
know there is a wealth of information that needs 
to be in print. As editor, I v.culd be most 
willing to answer your questions or assist you 
in the preparation of your manuscript. The best 
place to contact me is at home at (516)427-0065. 
My number at st. John's is (212)990-6161, Ext. 
5129. 
While the Schedule of Deadlines below may seem 
tight, it is approximately the same schedule 
that was employed for the last Special issue. 
I v.culd certainly encourage those of you who will 
sul:rnit manuscripts, that the deadlines are final. 

presented to Barry Levine, a graduate student in If you can provide manuscripts sooner, by all 

the Department of Pathology, Medical COllege of means, do. If we can return the reviewed manu

Virginia, Virginia cararonwealth University. Mr. scripts sooner, we shall. 

Levine proposed research to study postmortem sta-The review oarrnittee for this issue will consist 

bility of different classes of drugs in blood of myself and Vince Lynch. With your ooopera
and tissues. Changes in drug concentrations as tion, we can again be successful in this venture. 

a result of decomposition will be examined. 
When possible, metabolite as well as parent drug 
concentrations will be fOllowed. The initial 
study will involve the barbiturates. 
Mr. Levine is the third successful candidate for 
this award. His University will receive $500 to 
support his research. Previous award winners 
were John Hebb of the University of Maryland, 
"Evaluation of Tricyclic Antidepressant Toxi-

Sincerely, 

Joseph Balkon, Ph.D. 

President 


NEXT PAGE FOR SPECIAL ISSUE DEADLINES 
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JAT SPOCIAL ISSUE DEADLINES 

April 9: Letter of ccmnitment fran primary autOOrs with title, secondary 
autOOrs, and an abstract, if possible. 

May 15: Deadline for receipt of manuscripts. 

June 1: End of review period for suI::rnitted manuscripts with retum to 
autOOrs for revision. 

JUly 1: Final (revised) manuscripts returned to review carmittee. 

July 1-10: Final manuscripts forwarded to JAT. 

"Getting inVOlved" in SOFl'. How often we hear the cry of the few leaders to 
the membership at large about getting involved. Here are just a few sug
gestions: 

1) sul::rnit an article for the Special SOFl' Issue of JAT. 

2) write an article for ToxTalk. 

3) elsewhere in this issue are the ccmnittees for SOFl' - offer your 


help. 
4) 	 learn enough about SOFl' to encourage saneone you know to join (if 

we can increase our membership, we can hold the line on costs such 
as dues). 

5) present a paper at the annual meeting (titles and authors due 
6ASl82 _ _ 

6) attend a worksoop (this year we are offering two workshops in con
junction with the annual meeting - see elsewhere in this newsletter), 

7) have you just oone a literature review for a case? How about 
sending ToxTalk the product of your efforts? 

You don I t have to run for office or get in over your head, but do get in
volved in sane small way! 

Jess 

PRESIDENl' I S MESSAGE 

Welcxxne to what soould prove to be another rewarding year for the Society of 
Forensic Toxicologists. We are a growing organization that is making a pos
itive contribution to the field of forensic toxiCOlogy despite the growing 
pains that we have experienced fran time to time. 

The Board of Directors, previous officers, and myself have identified the 
following goals for the caning year: 

1) generation of the necessary alterations in our by-laws to achieve 
a reasonable tax status. 

2) fonnalizing the process by which the SOFl' Educational Research 
Award (ERA) program shall function. 

3) preparation of a SOFl' Special Issue of the Journal of Analytical 
Toxicology • 

4) identify and iIrplanent ways to increase SOFl' visibility in the 
forensic community. 

5) aid in preparations for the joint SOFl'-MAFS meeting in Arlington, 
Virginia. 

6) develop written standards for Toxicology Laboratories such as 
minimum staffing, budget guidelines, etc. 

7) evaluate the potential for the pranulgation of acceptable methodol
ogical approaches in the practice of forensic toxicology. 

8) actively solicit membership fran all of tOOse who engage in the 
practice of forensic toxicology. Each of us has a special respon
sibility to educate our toxicological colleagues as to the potential 
and realized value our organization ooIds. 
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The following individuals have been appointed to 
serve on committees for 1982: 

Membership ByLaws 
*H. Horton McCurdy *Kurt Dul:x:Mski 
Rosemary Alstott Thanas Rejent 
Mark B. Lewis Yale Caplan 

Grants and Endo".,ments Education: 
*Nick Hodnett *Vincent Lynch 
Ray Bath Jesse Bidanset 

Yale Caplan 
Worksoop 
*Jesse Bidanset Newsletter 
Thanas Kubic *Jesse Bidanset, Ed. 

Brian Donnelly 
Professional Relations Rosemary Alstott 
*Ronald Backer 
Leonard Bednarczyk Standards for Person
Jesse Bidanset nel and Resources 

*Thanas Rejent 
Educational Awards Review Richard Prouty 
*Thanas Rejent Randall Baselt 
Jesse Bidanset 
Yale Caplan 1982 Meeting 

*Marina Stajic 
Standardization of 
Methcxbloqical Approach 
*Leonard Bednarczyk 
Brian Donne11y 
Walter Matusiak 

Finally, preparations are already underway for 
the meeting in Rosslyn. Joe M:)nforte is cur
rently clearing the details for the meeting in 
1983 in Detroit, and the Board of Directors 
has unaninously selected St. Louis as our 
meeting site in 1984. With the Board's consent 
we are presently p.rrsuing a major joint meeting 
in 1985-6 which ....culd draw together SOFT, SAT, 
and CAT toxicologists. 

Your input is always welcane. Please feel free 
to contact the officers, committees, or myself 
with your comments or questions. 

Joseph Balkon, Ph.D., DABFT, 
President 
(516) 427-0065 
(212) 990-6161, Ext. 5129 

CAPII.I.ARY COllJMN GAS CHR~HY 
IN THE FOOmSIC I.AIlCmA'roRY 

An introduction to the subject of Capillary 
Column Gas Chrcrnatography in the Forensic 
Laboratory is planned for Wednesday, October 13, 
1982, to be held in conjunction with a joint 
meeting of SOFT and MAAFS. The ....crksoop will 
take place in the Rosslyn Westpark Hotel and is 
part of the scientific program. 

The rationale for the use of capillary gas 
chrcrnatography, its advantages and disadvan
tages, and basic ....crking theory will be consid
ered. The selection, evaluation, use and pre
ventive maintenance of capillary column gas 

chrcrnatography instrumentation and columns will be dis
cussed. The use of Kovats retention indices, including 
their reproducibility and reliability will be considered. 
Procedures and practices will be recommended for getting 
the most from a capillary column gas chrcrnatographic 
system in everyday laboratory operation. Selected appli 
cations will be derronstrate<l. Equipnent will be available 
but actual hands-Qn will be limited due to the time con
straints. The actual applications and derronstrations will 
be dictated by the ....crkshop participants. 

Registration will be limited to twenty. First cane 
first served. Send your registration fee of $10 to 
Marina Stajic by September 1, 1982. The course faculty 
include Dave Stafford and Bill Anderson of the University 
of Tennessee, Center for Health Sciences. 

TIflN-LAYER IMMUNOASSAY (TIA) WJRKSHOP 

A TIA ....crksoop is being planned for October 13, 1982, at 
the MAAFS/SOFT meeting in Rosslyn, Virginia. TIA is a 
new non-radioimnunoassay which requires no instrumentatiOl1 
is less expensive than conventional imnunoassays and is 
more sensitive than EMIT. The ....crkshop will deal with 
the theory of TIA as well as its application to forensic 
serology, forensic toxiCOlogy and forensic drug chemistry. 
In addition, participants will have the opportunity to 
gain "hands-Qn" experience in either of the following 
areas of their croice: blood stain analysis or drug 
detection in biological materials or dosage foIIllS. 

The registration fonn and the ....crksrop fee $10) must be 
received by Septanber 1, 1982. The number of participants 
will be limited; 

For further infonnation contact: 

Nicoolas T. Lappas 
Department of Forensic Sciences 
The George Washington University 
Washington, D.C. 20052 

MISSING MEMBERS 

The following are SOFT Irembers for whan mail has been 
returned as undeliverable. If you have infonnation about 
their whereabouts, please notify the secretary, Bob 
Eberhardt. 

George Hirne A. Phillips 
Steve Krebe J. Snyder 
Elaine Matofey S. Wang 
William Park R. Wymer 

HIGHLIGm'S OF SOCIEIY OF FORENSIC TOXICOU:X;ISTS 
MEE:I'ING OF THE OOARD OF DIROC'IORS 

November 3, 1981 

FUroRE MEETINGS: 

1982 

Marina Stajic reported the tentative cooice was the west

park Hotel in Rosslyn, Virginia. The date of the meeting 

will be Wednesday, October 13 through Friday, October 15. 

The meeting will be jointly sponsored by SOFT and the 

Mid-Atlantic Association of Forensic Sciences. A regis

tration fee of approximately $30.00 was considered to be 
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reasonable. 
1983 
Joe l'k:>nforte - meeting in Detroit 
1984 
st. Louis, Missouri 
1985 
SOciety would probably meet in canada. 

MEETINGS IN GENERAL 
The expense of attending meetings is becaning 
increasingly great both for those attending and 
for the SOciety. Sane of the suggestions which 
were considered included: 
1) meeting on weekends 
2) using University or COllege campus facil 

ities. 
3) meeting away fran urban areas 

TREASURY REPORT 
There is approximately $3,500. in operating 
funds, but that only a small percentage of the 
membership have paid their dues. canputer num
bers have been assigned to the membership 
soon have the treasury report on a ccrnputer 
basis. 

MEMBERSHIP REPCRT 
The Meubership Ccmnittee has encountered a 
need for a more precise definition of what 
qualifies a forensic toXicologist at the 
bachelor's degree level to determine whether 
a person should be accepted as a full member 
or aSsociate member. 

A SOFl' Sl"CNSOOED JOORNAL ISSUE 
The subject of the SOciety sponsoring another 
issue in a scientific journal was discussed. 

'IDXTALK 
Editor Jesse Bidanset reported that he had 
received favorable feedback with regard to the 
new format. It was generally agreed that the 
minutes should not be published before review 
and corrections are made. 

EDUCATIOOAL AWARD CGlMI'ITEE 
The carmittee presented a proposal to the 
Board for consideration. 

MISCEI..I.J\NIDUS 
The topics of profiCiency testing and tax 
exempt status were briefly discussed. 

A canplete copy of the Minutes may be requested 
fran Secretary, Bob Eberhardt. 

HIGHLIGHTS OF 5CX::IEI'Y OF FORENSIC TOXI
COI.a;ISI'S, ANNUAL BUSINESS MEE1'ING 

November 6, 1981 

The Minutes of the 1980 Annual Business Meeting 
in Toronto were approved as printed in ToxTalk. 

The Minutes of the Board of Director's meeting in 
Chicago, Noveuber 3, 1981, were read. A motion to 
approve was carried. 

MEMBERSHIP CGlMI'ITEE REPORT 
The carmittee has received and processed: 
11 applications for full membership, 5 applications 
for associate membership, 3 applications for student 
meubership. 
Received during the Chicago meeting - 4 additional 
applications for full membership. 
A Menbership Directory has been successfully canpiled 
and should provide needed information within the 
membership and externally, and favorable publicity 
literature. 
The booth set up by Joe Balkon and Everett Solarons at 
the AAFS meeting in Los Angeles produced approximately 
ten new applications for membership. 

MEMBERSHIP DRIVE REPORT 
This past year we have received approximately 22 
applications. CXlr growth has been about 10% of the 
total membership. CXlt of every ten members, only 
one member has asked saneone else to jOin. 

BY-LAWS REVISICN/TAX EXEMPT STA'IUS 
Tax exempt status could be sought under one of b.o 
categories: 
1) 501 (c) (3) - not readily available anymore 
2) 501 (c) (6) - basically business league, or Chamber 

of Ccmnerce, or canparable organization, largely 
organized to benefit its members or evaluate stan
dards of practice of a particular business, trade 
or profession. 

Dr. Dubowski suggested that we give up pursuing 501 
(C) (3) status and expend our energies toward 501 (C) (6) 

status. 
Existing by-laws must be rewritten for successful 
application. A motion was made to assemble ccmnittees 
as necessary to make by-laws changes and to aim for 
501 (C) (6) status. The motion was seconded and 
approved by voice vote. 

IDRKSHOP CGlMI'ITEE 
carmittee worked with the Northeastern Association of 
Forensic Sciences to put on a full day alcohol deter
mination school. A TLC workshop was planned for 
saturday follCMing this annual SOFI' meeting. Due to a 
lack of participation, it was cancelled. 

NEWSLEITER REPORT 
Dr. Bidanset again restated the need for input fran 

the membership and indicated that he may call indivi

dual members and prod than to make contributions. A 

suggestion was made that district editors be appointed 

to sul:mit information fran their regions. 


GRANTS AND ENJ:XWvIENl'S 

There is a need to reorganize the approach to gather 

funds. - What mechanism is used to m,:tke the award? 

How will the money be disbursed? Increments? 

Quantities? - What will be done to publicize the 

awarding of the money? 


TREASURER'S REPORT (Mike McGee) 
Balance $3,702.17 - $1,204.08 Scholarship Fund ESTIMATED ASSESSMENT OF EXPENSES/198l MEETING 

$2,498.09 General Budget Thirteen booths were sold to exhibitors at $350. each. 
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Newsletter Mailing Address - J.H. Bidanset, Dept. of Pharmacology, St. Johns University, Jamaica, N. Y. 11439 

Registration brought in a fair retu:rn and =vered 
the expenses quite well. Wine and cheese were =n
tributed by Syva. After all is ac=unted for, Dr. 
Berman estimated a profit of about $1,000. 

LIASON REPORT FRCM ABFT 
ABFT is presently in the process of requali 
fying diplanates and have at this time requalified 
26 applicants. Diplanates whose expiration dates 
are arriving will receive six rronths advance notice. 
Dr. Dubowski is polishing a draft dealing with the 
subject of an emeritus status for those w!'x) are no 
longer active in their profession of forensic 
toxi=logy. 

AMERICAN ACADEMY 'fOX SEX.'TIOO Nfl'IS 
Discussed the manual for chairpersons and officers, 
the Registry, workshops sponsored by the Toxi=logy 
section of the AAFS, the History of To4=logy 
CCmnittee, applications and the dis=ntinuance of 
proficiency testing programs. 

REPOO.T OF THE NCMlNATING CCt>1MI'ITEE 
The Naninating CCmnittee (canposed of Len Bed
narczyk, Robert Blanke and Ron Backer) proposed 
the following slate: 
President, Joe Balkon 
Vice President, Everett Solomons 
Secretary, Robert Eberhardt 
Member of the Board, Dick Prouty 
The above slate was una.nirrously elected. 

A ccmplete copy of the Minutes may be obtained 
fran Secretary, Bob Eberhardt. 

HIGHLIGHTS OF MINUTES OF THE INl'ERIM 

(wmrER) MEE:I'ING OF THE OFFICERS AND 

BOARD OF DIREX:'IORS OF SOFT 


February 9, 1982 


NEW MEMBERS 
The Secretary will send a notice of acceptance to 
those applicants who have successfully met the 
requirements for membership. Membership becanes 
effective with the receipt of the current year's 
ues of $25.00. The president will send a letter 
of acceptance and =ngratulations to the new 
member and will include a copy of the rrost recent 
issue of ToxTalk. 

TREASURER'S REPORT 
Treasurer, Mike McGee, reported a balance on 
hand of $3,812.48 which included funds of twelve 
or thirteen hundred dollars for education. Dr. 
Berman will forward to SOFT treasury $750.,which 
represents the profit fran the 1981 annWil mtg. 
52 people have not yet paid their 1981-82 dues. 
Sane discussion followed regarding those w!'x) are 
rrore than one year in arrears on their dues. No 
action was taken at this time. 

RESIGNATIOOS 
One letter of resignation was received fran 
Michael R. Krajewski. 

(Cont'd Next Page) 
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ANNUAL MEE:I'ING RANWEI' 
At the head table starting at the right, is twice 
Past president, Len Bednarczyk; Program chairperson 
and Host, Eleanor Berman; Health and Science Editor, 
Roger Field and his lovely wife. 

Joe Balkon filling in for Yale Caplan at the 
Annual Banquet. 

Everett Solomons (on left) presenting his last 
Secretary's report, now he 1 s our V.P. Joe Balkon 
(on right) presides over business meeting. 

http:3,812.48


PERMANENI' REXXRD REPOSITORY plet", editing facilities are available at st. John's 
Bob Eberhardt suggested that we have a pennanent 
repository for all past records since it becc:rnes 
cumbersare to transfer these records with each 
change of officers. 

Asked about the desirability of a "corresponding 
member" status, it was agreed that since our 
associate membership status was non-restrictive, 
there was no need for a "corresponding member" 
category in SOFT. Sane discussion followed 
regarding equal dues for members and associates 
since the latter were allowed no vote. 

DEPARTED MEMBER 
Dr. Balkon announced the death of member, Dick 
Coumbis, and stat~ that he had sent a letter to 
the family expressing our sadness and offering 
our syrrpathy. 

1982 MEEI'nl> 
Exhibitor booths will be $300., and registration 
will be in the range of $30 to $35. This is to 
be a joint meeting with MAAFS, and the profits will 
be prorated based on the number of members fran each 
association in attendance. The technical meeting 
will take place on a Thursday and Friday with a 
probable workshop offered on Wednesday. 

REX:ORDING OF PAPERS 
Dr. Balkon stated that Dr. Forney, Jr. had asked 
for sare support for blank video tapes to be used 
to record selected papers at meetings. SOFT 
would lend support to the arrount of $100. CCrn-

ToxTalk Newsletter 
Jesse Bidanset, Editer 
St. John's University 
Dept. of Phannacology 
Jamaica, New York 11439 

University. 

EDUCATICJIl C(M.U'l'I'EE 

A letter was received fran Vince Lynch which stated 
that the Education camdttee is still working on their 
original project. The Crnmittee intends to send out 
letters to selected institutions requesting partici
pation. 

1983 MEErrnG 
Dr. ~nforte reported the 1983 meeting will be held 
in Detroit. The meeting will be held during the week 
inCluding October 25,26,27, and 28. 

1984 MEErrnG 
We had received letters of intent fran representatives 
of Hartford, Connecticut, and St. Louis, Missouri, for 
the 1984 SOFI'meeting. Following a presentation by 
Dr. PokHs, it was agreed that the 1984 meeting will 
be in St. Louis, Missouri. 

NEW CXMlI'lTEE 
Dr. Balkan suggested that we create a ocmnittee to 
survey budget and personnel in medical examiner' 5 

laboratories. 

MEMBERSHIP CXMlI'lTEE 
Dr. Balkon announced that Mark Lewis, of Albany, New 
York, WOUld replace Bob Eberhardt on the Membership 
Crnmittee. 

A cc:rrplete set of minutes may be requested 
of Secretary, Bob Eberhardt. 

H l I:.. Q l " . IJ T 
I 1 30 A RO 1\0 ~ I l 
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Attend your annual meeting 


