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1998 PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE by Marilyn Huestis, Ph.D. 


Let's make this last year of the millennium memorable. I greatly appreciate the opportunity to lead SOFT over t. 
next year and the confidence that you have placed in me. All of us who have worked for SOFT over the years realize that it is 
the combined efforts of the many individuals who volunteer to serve on our committees and Board of Directors, our elected 
officers, and the members who contribute abstracts to the annual meeting, papers in the SOFT Journal of Analytical 
Toxicology Special Issue and articles, case notes and letters to ToxTalk that mark the accomplishments of this professional 
society. I would also credit the friendly, sharing environment that we strive to create with fostering our growth and success. 
am pleased with the number of members that have once again offered to share their knowledge, experience and energy. 
Please consider becoming more active in SOFT and e-mail me your ideas and desired area of interest. A list of committee 
chairs is included below. Feel free to contact any committee chair to join an existing committee or any officer to suggest 
additional SOFT activities. 

Many thanks to Drs. Rao, Backer and Spiehler for an outstanding 1998 SOFT Annual Meeting in Albuquerque, New 
Mexico. We all enjoyed the science (so many abstracts so little time), the people (over 600 SOFT and TIAFT members) and 
the location (beautiful New Mexico scenery and hundreds of hot air balloons). It was wonderful to see how many new 
members were able to attend the annual meeting. New members and first time attendees were recognized with unique 
ribbons to ensure that they received a special welcome. 

This issue of ToxTalk contains important information about the 1999 SOFT Annual Meeting in Puerto Rico, October 
9th through the 14th. We have had an unavoidable change of hotels, but have come out with an even more desirable 
location. We will be enjoying the beauty of a five star resort , directly on the ocean with championship golf courses and tennis 
courts. The beautiful EI Yunque tropical rain forest is only minutes away with great hiking, bird watching and exploring . We 
have managed to negotiate a much lower room rate than normally available and reduced prices on all resort amenities. This 
may represent a great chance to bring the entire family on vacation. Lee Hearn has planned a challenging scientific program 
and Flor Mattos and the Puerto Rican Steering Committee have organized a great social program that includes a night in Old 
San Juan and a Photo marathon in the rain forest. We also have included many meals in the registration fee to reduce your 
costs to attend the meeting. This is a great opportunity to meet with many of our Caribbean, Central and South American 
colleagues so please plan to come to this outstanding meeting. An unsubstantiated rumor is circulating that Puerto Rican rum 
will be freely flowing in the Presidential Suite. Much thanks to all who are working diligently to make this meeting interesting 
and productive. ....-...,.-. 

The Board of Directors had a productive meeting at the recent AAFS meeting in Orlando, FL. Our membershl .... 
continues to grow (total 562) with 55 new members in 1998. Secretary Smith, Kurt Dubowski and Yale Caplan (new Bylaws 
committee chair), in conjunction with the Board of Directors and officers of SOFT, are preparing an updated Bylaws document 
which will be distributed to all members through ToxTalk and posted on the SOFT website later this year. Joe Monforte 
requests members to submit interesting cases, comments, suggestions, etc. to ToxTalk, our excellent newsletter. The 
Forensic Toxicology Guidelines Committee is updating and revising the Guidelines and reformatting the document in a more 
user-friendly style . The new document should be available for membership review and appraisal at the 1999 annual meeting. 
The Drugs and Driving Committee has available the new benzodiazepine monograph and the drugs and driving database with 
over 3000 cases. Contact Chip Walls (hchipw@aol.com) or Vickie Watts (toxilady@aol.com) to request further information 
on these two valuable membership benefits. Bill Anderson is continuing his monumental task of drafting the SOFT policy and 
procedures manual. Bruce Goldberger, SOFT's webmaster, improves our website almost daily with numerous redesigns and 
additional member services. The Joint Committee on Education and Training in Toxicology (JCETT) decided to disband due 
to lack of a clear mission for the committee and difficult logistics problems. We are sorry to see JCETT disband, but will find 
other means of advancing continuing education within the organization. We all owe the many people who partiCipated in 
JCETT over the last few years a large THANK YOU for your time. Laurel Farrell is chair of the new Meeting Host Guidelines 
Ad Hoc Committee and will expand on the hard work contributed by Vickie Watts. Joe Saady, Past President, has agreed to 
lead the Visioning Workgroup in the new year. Our professional organization needs to be proactive about the future, rather 
than reactive to the ever-changing political and scientific environment. Your officers and Board of Directors are dedicated to 
giving back to the membership and has approved four $1,000.00 awards for the best two poster and two oral presentations at 
the upcoming Puerto Rico meeting in a further effort to honor members' scientific contributions. 

Mark your calendars for SOFT 2000- Milwaukee, WI, 2001 New Orleans, LA, 2002 Detroit, MI, 2003 Portland, OR. I 
would like to personally thank all the officers, committee chairs and members and other individuals who have given so much 
of their personal time and effort to make SOFT such a wonderful professional organization. To all of the others, now is a great 
time to get involved. I think you would find your involvement to be professionally and personally valuable . Take time to 
volunteer to any of the chairs listed in this issue of ToxTalk. ~ 

You may contact President Huestis through her e-mail address at: MHuestis@irp.nida.nih.gov 
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