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Editorial: 

FORENSIC TOXICOLOGY-EMERGING DEFINITIONS 

by Yale H. Caplan, Ph.D., TOXTALK Co-Editor 

It has become increasingly apparent that the new NIDA guidelines 
will affect all of us in toxicology. Of concern will be the impact 
on both the laboratory and its potential need to comply with the 
guidelines and on the working toxicologists and their need for 
certification. 

At the recent S.O.F.T. meeting, concern was raised that the NIDA 
guidelines (designed for urine drug testing laboratories) may be 
applied either directly or indirectly to the conventional medical 
examiner's forensic toxicology laboratory, many of which are not 
otherwise certified or regulated. The urine drug testing laboratory 
is, on the one hand, concerned with only one specimen (and in 
generally large volumes) and a limited number of analytes whose 
presence in biological fluids cannot readily be further interpreted 
in pharmacologic terms. On the other hand, the conventional 
toxicology laboratory, usually dealing with a variety of specimen 
types and many analytes, is regularly engaged in pharmacologically 
interpreting the results of such findings, but often conducts analyses in relatively few samples 
at a given time. Therefore, it becomes clear that the requirements by which the urine drug 
testing laboratories need be measured may be substantially different from that necessary in the 
more comprehensive forensic toxicology laboratory although both would adhere to the common 
principles of forensic practice. At present the conventional forensic toxicology laboratory has 
in most cases no documented standard with which to conform. Perhaps the development of these 
should be a mission for S.O.F.T. Unless a laboratory can state that it follows some standard, it 
may otherwise be required to adhere to a standard which may not apply. 

Attention needs also to be focused on the tOXicologist. Recently the American Board of Forensic 
Toxicology (ABFT) recognized urine drug testing, when appropriately applied to legal issues, to be 
defined as forensic toxicology. Yet the group of scientists so engaged, although perhaps 
possessing the Ph.D. degree, practice within a limited sphere of forensic toxicology. On the 
other hand. becoming more prominent are a wider variety of toxicologists. generally associated 
with crime laboratories, who test several biological specimens and a number of analytes (as a 
result of increased DUID testing) and are often called upon to interpret such findings in a 
pharmacological context, yet lacking the doctorat degree will not be ABFT eligible. 

This is an interesting time for us in forensic toxicology. It is a time, I believe, for the 
profession and the representative organizations to be considering new and emerging definitions. 
It is a time much like that in the early seventies in which events led ultimately to the 
development of the ABFT. It is a time to study and evaluate, to consider and act. It is a time 
like all times, it is how we respond to the times that counts. 
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PRESIDENT'S (FAREWELL) MESSAGE 


by H. Horton McCurdy, Ph.D., S.O.F.T. President 

Through the efforts of its committees, officers, and members, the was not uncommon for us to have included in the past the so
society has accomplished a great deal this year. Among these called police cases Where driving-under-the-influence of drugs as 
accomplishments have been a permanent address for SOFT, a (and still is) an extremely important issue. But now. forensic 
vastly improved and professional-looking newsletter. a sorely toxicology h~s grown in a major quantum leap to include probable
needed set of guidelines for hosting and conducting our annual cause testing and pre-employment drug testing in the workplace . 
meetings. a new n~mbership directory. and several new and This has also served to vastly increase the number of forensic
productive committees for SOFT. toxicologists in the field. perhaps one day to overshadow (in 

terms of sheer numbers) those engaged in postmortem forensic 
These have certainly been some interesting times for forensic toxicology . Whether or not the broadened scope of forensic 
toxicologists and for SOFT. especially with the guidelines set toxicology is to everyone's liking. we can't ignore the fact that 
forth by HHS and NDA for urine drug testing. While this has is has helped to thrust forensic toxicology into the limelight.
undoubtedly created a hotbed of controversy. I think most would Overall, I think that such extensive exposure of our profession is 
agree that the intent of the guidelines are quite admirable. good. (At the very least, it might serve to make the term 
Dick Prouty and his committee have worked hard in an effort forensic toxicology a little less obscure to the general public . ) 
to form a position statement as to the extent that the HHS 
guidelines should (or should not) have any direct bearing on In closing. let me say that it has indeed been a ,pleasure and a 
postmortem forensic toxicology. privilege to serve as your president this year. The callenges to 

our profession and Society have been great. but I think we have 
Speaking of postmortem forensic toxicology. I suppose many of done an admirable job in meeting those challenges. lowe many 
us would still view this as forensic toxicology in the thanks to those who responded to willingly to the task that lay
traditional sense of the word. Recently. however. there have before us. Last, but not least. lowe a special thanks to our 
been some radical changes in the traditional face of forensic tireless. talented, and dedicated executive coordinator. Ms. Pat 
toxicology. Forensic toxicology has today grown by far to Monforte. 
include drug analysis in the living individual. Of course. it 

* * * * * 

THANK YOU, MARINA 	 1988 S .0. F • T • OFFICERS 

S.O.F.T. 	wishes to acknowledge the Elections were held at the SOFT Annual Business Meeting on Octobel 
1st in Key Biscayne. FL . Officers for 1988 are: 

contribution 	of Dr. Marina Stajic 
PRESIDENT - Michael P. McGee. B.S.*who has served as co-editor of TOX

VICE PRESIDENT - C. Nicholas Hodnett. Ph.D.* 
TALK for the last three years. 

SECRETARY - Richard O. Pinder, Ph.D.* 
Marina's untiring efforts have 

TREASURER - James C. Valentour. Ph.D. 

facilitated the development of TOX BOARD OF 	 DIRECTORS - Robert O. Bost. PH.D. 
- Mark B. Lewis. B. S. 

TALK to the timely and informative 	 - William H. Anderson. Ph.D. 
- Richard N. Phillips. Ph.D. 

Jeanne M. Beno. Ph.D.*publication it is today. 
- H. Horton McCurdy. Ph.D . (ex officio) 

* newly-elected 

VAPOR PHASE SILATION OF GLASSWARE 

by Vickie Watts, B.A., Mesa Police Crime Laboratory, Mesa, AZ 

Our laboratory has routinely silanized glassware to be used in PROCEDURE: 
methods designed for the detection of low levels (ngs) of drugs
in blood. In the past we had immersed the pre-cleaned The silating reagent used is hexamethyldisilazane (HMOS). This 
glassware in a solution of dichlorodimethylsiloxane to can be ordered from Supelco. Inc. (Bellefonte. PAl . The reagent 
accomplish this task . Shortly over a year ago. we converted the is dispensed by a 25 uL glass leur lock syringe. Glassware is 
silation process to the Vapor Phase Silation technique. At washed with common laboratory detergent. then rinsed with 
both the 1987 Academy informal toxicology session and the deionized H20. methanol. then hexane. and inverted to dry. The 
November. 1987, meeting of the California Association of clean glassware is placed in a vacuum oven in aluminum gJassware
Toxicologists there was strong interest by the attendees for baskets. The vacuum oven must be capable of attaining 200 C. A 
the detailed steps of the Vapor Phase Silation technique. modified fitting is placed on the exit vent to allow for a 

hypodermic syringe injection . This can be as easy as a septum 
Therefore. I am outlining the procedure we use in the Mesa placed in a 1/4 inch Swagelok fitting. With the oven inlet open. 
(Arizona) Pol ice Department Crime Labora tory for Vapor Phase the temperature is increased to 2000 C. The inlet valve is closed 
Silation of glassware. The original procedure was that of and a vacuum is drawn at -20 to -25 inches of Hg for 10 minutes. 
Fenimore et al. (1) which has been modified by M. Peat and R. The vacuum valve is closed. and a 25uL hypodermic syringe filled 
Foltz (2). with HMOS is inserted. The Swagelok fitting is loosened slightly 

and the 25uL HMOS injected . The inlet valve is then closed, and.*******.*************************************.************** the glassware left at 2000 C with a vacuum of -25 inches H~ 
: Exercise your responsibility as a SOFT member by : overni ght. 
* responding prompty to the position statement on NIOA * 
* GUIDELINES which is being mailed to SOFT voting members * 1. 	 D.L. Fenimore. C.M. Davis. J.H . Witford. and C.A. 
* 	 by the conmi ttee. * Harrington. Vapor-phase silylation of glassware. ANAL CHEM 

48, 2289-2290 (1976).
************************************************************* 

2. Personal Communication. 1986. 1987. 
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AZACYCLONOL 

A METABOLITE OF TERFENADINE 

by Ricky P. Bateh, Ph.D., Consolidated Laboratory Services, 

A 51-year-old white female was admitted to a substance abuse 
treatment center in compliance with a court-ordered evaluation of 
the woman's propensity to abuse drugs. During the evaluation, the 
client was interviewed to obtain information on recent exposures 
to drugs. Although the woman denied any recent drug ingestions, a 
urine sample was collected and submitted for a comprehensive
toxicologic analysis. 

The urine was analyzed for drugs using a combination of EMIT-dau 
assays (SYVA), thin-layer chromatography (TDXI-LAB, Marion/ 
Analytical Systems), and gas chromatography-mass spectrometry 
(Hewlett Packard 5890-5970B GC/MSD). The EMIT screens of the 
urine did not detect any drugs/classes of drugs. The TLC screen 
using TOXI-LAB yielded non-specific characteristics of an 
unidentified drug-like substance. Subsequent analysis of the 
urine by GC/MS gave a computer match of 98% with AZACYCLONOL 
(Frenquel, Merrell Dow). Refer to figures 1-3. 

Franquel, classified therapeutically as a tranquilizer, was 
introduced for use in the USA in the late 60's and was withdrawn 
from the market in the mid-70's due to its poor clinical 
performa~ce. Currently, Frenquel is manufactured in France and is 
available for distribution on the European market. 

Jacksonville, FL 

Given this intormation about Frenquel, the woman was again 
questioned about access to this drug. She vehemently denied 
having access to or ingesting Franquel. Finally, the woman 
admitted having a prescription for Terfenadine (Seldane, Merrell 
DOW), a selective histamine antagonist. The woman had failed to 
mention Seldane in her first interview because she did not 
consider Seldane to be a "drug of abuse." 

Conferring with the medical affairs department of Merrell Dow 
about this case, we were informed that Terfenadine is primarilly 
metabolized to azacyclonol. Hence, a rather safe and effective 
antihistaminic drug (terfenadine) described as havin~ NO sedative 
effects is metabolized to another generic drug (azacyclonol) 
having minimal sedative effects. 

This case is presented to illustrate an unusual finding in which a 
drug belonging to one pharmacologic class is metabolized to 
another drug categorized into a different pharmacologic class. 
Most recently, the terfenadine - azacyclonol issue has come under 
closer scrutiny by substance abuse treatment centers and by 
the International Olympic Committee. 

Figure 1; CHEMICAL STRUCTURE OF TERFENADINE Figure 2: CHEMICAL STRUCTURE OF AZACYCLONOL 
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1987 S.O.F.T. MEETING SOLOMONS AND WATTS RECEIVE 


OUTSTANDING SUCCESS SPECIAL RECOGNITION AWARDS 


The n~eting opened with 128 persons attending the September 29th 
"Quality Assurance Workshop for Toxicology Drug Testing" co
chaired by SOFT members Drs. Robert Simon and LTC. John Jewell . A 
faculty of twelve presented many aspects of this timely topic and 
distributed a wealth of materials . Certificates were awarded to 
all attendees with a speCial designation for those choosing to 
take the optional comprehensive exam and paSSing with a score of 
80% or higher. 

Sally Stewart and other representatives from Abbott Labs were the 
perfect hosts at the Welcome Reception, the official meeting 
"kick-off" event. Thanks, Abbott Labs! 

Wednesday morning began with opening remarks by the meeting host, 
Dr. Leonard Bednarczyk, and a formal welcome from the Honorable 
Marshall Ader, Chief Administrative Judge of the Dade County 
Courts. The scientific sessions, chaired by Dr. Joseph Balkon, 
included scientific papers, the traditional Elmer Gordon Open 
Forum, a DUI Committee report and selected posters. SOFT members 
who would like a copy of the submitted abstracts should send a 
stamped (39 cents), self-addressed, standard business size (no. 
10) envelope to: SOFT 1987 Meeting Abstracts, 1013 Three Mile 
Drive, Grosse Pointe Park, MI 48230-1412. 

Official peripheral events included an optional luau, Saturday's 
underwater expedition, and the annual President's Hospitality 
Suite. Many people also took advantage of numerous unofficial 
events including swimming, sailing, sunbathing, and enjoying the 
Miami sights. 

The meeting officially concluded with the Awards Banquet on Friday 
afternoon which featured the presentation of certificates by 
President McCurdy to out-going officers Michael McGee (vice 
president) and Dr. C. Nicholas Hodnett (secretary), Dr. Joseph R. 
Monforte (JAT special issue editor), and ERA recipients Joseph 
Boni and Robert Fitzgerald. For his efforts in organizing the 
outstanding meeting, a certificate was presented to Dr. Bednarczyk 
who joined Dr. McCurdy in presenting certificates of appreciation 
to session chai~n Drs. Simon, Jewell and Balkon and the workshop 
faculty. Special recognition awards were prsented to Dr. Everett 
Solomons and Ms. Vickie Watts for their outstanding service to 
SOFT. An award for Dr. Alphonse Poklis, who is completing his 
term as a member of the SOFT Board. was also announced. Dr. 
McCurdy recognized the representatives of Roche Diagnostic Systems 
which sponsored the banquet. We wish to thank Roche Diagnostic 
Systems for their generosity. 

Fourteen corporations exhibited at the meeting. There were 
representatives from Abbott Diagnostics, Genetic Diagnostics 
Corp., Hewlett Packard, Preston Publ ications (JAT) , Roche 
Diagnostics Systems, and Shimadzu Scientific Instruments, all of 
whom contributed for double space, and Diagnostic Products Corp., 
LM. Diagnostics Systems, Inc., Finnigan MAT, I C N Biomedicals, 
Marion Laboratories, M.S.D. Isotopes, Perkin-Elmer Corp. and 
Radian Corp. Refreshment breaks were sponsored by the American 
Drug Use Testing Association, Biochemical Diagnostics, Inc. and 
ClinPath Labs. Corporate participation provides not only 
necessary funding but also an opportunity to see and discuss 
state-of-the-art products available today. 

More than 200 persons participated in this meeting. including 169 
registrants, guests, and corporate representatives . An 
unprecedented profit figure will make a substantial contribution 
to the E.R.A. fund. Thank you to all those who moderated, operated 
the projector, assisted with registration, or helped with the 
other details necessary to put on a meeting. Like every other 
successful effort, it was the result of countless hours of hard 
work and dedication. Congratulations, Dr. Bednarczyk, on a job 
well done! 

* * * * * 

Dr. Everett Solomons and Ms. Vickie Watts each received special 
recognition a~ards this year during the Awards Banquet at the 
annual meeting in Key Biscayne. The awards were given in 
recognition of their hard work, dedication, and considerable 
contributions to SOFT . 

Dr. Solomons was honored as the Committee Chairman of the Year in 
recognition of his diligence, perseverance, and hard work in 
obtaining a grant to conduct research for his SOFT DUI-Drugs 
Committee. Dr. Solomons was also instrumental in obtaining a 
SOFT-sponsored ERA award for one of the committee's student 
members. Members of the DUI-Drugs committee also made outstanding 
presentations at the annual meeting. 

Ms. Vickie Watts, a member of SOFT for only about one year, was 
recognized for her excellent contributions to ToxTalk this year. 
She has not only been an outstanding member of the 
writer/contributor staff for ToxTalk but was also instrumental in 
obtaining industry support to substantially help finance an issue 
of ToxTalk. Additionally, Ms. Watts is a valued and hard-working 
member of the Membership Committee. This award demonstrated that 
relatively new members can make significant contributions to SOFT. 

* * * * * 

EDUCATIONAL RESEARCH AWARDS 

ANNOUNCED 

SOFT is pleased to announce the newest ERA recipients: 

Joseph P. Boni, B.S. 

and 

Robert L. Fitzgerald, B.S. 

Both are working with Dr. Robert V. Blanke at the Medical College 
of Virginia pursuing Ph.D. degrees. Robert L. Fitzgerald, who 
received his Bachelor of Science degree in Chemistry from Loyola 
College in Baltimore, will be studying "The Stereochemical Aspects 
of the Metabolism of MDMA" using the rat as animal model. Joseph 
P. Boni, who received his Bachelor of Science degree in Chemistry 
from Westchester State College in Pennsylvania, will be studying 
"The Kinetics of Cocaine Free Base Inhalation." 

* * * * * 

PLANS UNDERWAY FOR FUTURE S .0. F . T • MEETINGS 

The 1988 SOFT meeting will be held at the Hershey Hotel in Subsequent SOFT annual meetings will be: 

downtown Philadelphia Wednesday, September 28th, through Saturday, 

October 1st. For further information, please contact : 


1989 - Chicago
1990 - New York City area 

Jane Speaker, Ph.D. 1991 - Canada (joint meeting) 
2122 Cherry Street 1992 - Connecticut 

Philadelphia, PA 19103 

A I,., 10-' \ 
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SOCIETY a= FCHNSIC TOXICCl.06ISTS. INC. 
AtHJAL BUSINESS t'EETING 

OCTreER 1. 1967 
KEY 81SCAYNE. FLOOIDA 

I. CALL TO <R>ER 
The meeting was cilled to order by President t1cCtrdy at 
approximltely 10:45 AM EDT . It was established by Secretary 
Hodnett that a quonm of Full Members was present. Those members 
in attendance r.llsted on the Ittached sheet. 

II. APPRfNAL a= TtE AGEN>A 

President t1cCtrdy cilled for a motion for the ..,.,.-oval of the agenda. 

Dr. 8idlnset so moved. Dr. Reading seconded the motion and the motion 

carried. A copy of the agenda is att.ched to these minutes. 


III. READING AN> APPROVAL a: n£ 1986 BUSINESS t'EETING 
MINJTES 

The minutes were ~Iished in ToxTllk and not reid at this time. Dr. 
McCtrdy cilled for I moUon for the apprwat of the 1966 Business 
Meeting minutes. Mr. Eberhlrdt so moved. Dr. Wills seconded the 
motion and the moUon carried. 

IV. TREASlRER'S REP<RT 
Trnsurer Valenlour staled that the Financial statement for the pasL 
flscil yer hiS been pmllshed In the most recent Issue of To)(TII~. The 
balance In the checking account as of September 30. 1961 was 
$12.563.15 of which $9.233.96 Is IlIoclted for the ERA flild. More 
dues 8nd ERA contributions ... anticiplled. 

Dr. McC,"y requested that acceptance of the Treasrer"s Report 
not be made It this time. but be made following the repOrt of the 
6udget. Finance and Audit Committee. 

Dr. Vllenlour then presented the proposed budget for the nscil 
yer 1967-1968, The expected expenses are: $2.600 for ToxTllk. 
$150 for the President's expenses. $150 for the Vice President's 
expenses. $150 for the Secretry"s expenses. $150 for the 
Treasurer's elCp8llS8S. $500 for the annual meeting Idvance. $400 for 
the Board of Directors' meeUng. $400 for the President's reception It 
the AAfS meeting. $200 for legal fees. $1.400 for the executive 
coordinator's fees and expenses. $500 for addlUonal meetings and 
teleconferences. It is liso proposed that $1.000 be .warded as 
Educltlonal Research Awards, 

A motion to accept the budget as reid was made by Vic~ident 
McGee. The motion was seconded by Dr. Reading 8nd the motion was 
clI'ried. 

V. REPOOT a: THE 1981 800 t'EETING 
President McCurdy sleted that the Board of Directors met once cb-ing 
the AAFS Meeting in s.n Diego. California. once this swnmer by 
telephone conference 8nd again on September 30. 1961. 

Much of the 8ord's Ittention has been focused on the rapid growth 
of urine crug testing as renecled by its activities relltive to the 
NIDA/1fiS guidelines and ADUTA . The Board of Directors' action in 
February. 1961 electing the President of sa=T to serve on the Board 
of Directors of the American Drug Use Testing Associltlon was 
rescinded at the September. 1967 meeting to avoid any possible 
conmet of interest. It wn feltlhM. it would be betLer if the President 
only appoints a Illlson to AOUTA who will not serve on the 80ard of 
Directors of ADUTA. 

8ec1U!i8 of the invaluable services of the Executiw Coordinator 
toward the smooth rtming and ovarlll operation of the annual 
meetings. the Bo.rd agreed that ".,.,.y y ..... SOFT would pey the 
expenses of the ExecutMt Coordinator to attend the annual meeUn ~ ., 

ToxTalk. thinks to the efforts of its editors. Dr:s Slejit _..d 
Caplan. the Executive Coordinator. Pit Mohn-Monforte. and the staff 
of writers 8nd contributors. has been the most interesting 8nd 
InformaUva ToxTltt ever 8nd I publlcaUon to be proud of. Due to 
increlS8d size 8nd production costs. the expense for ToxTalk has more 
than docBled. The Board of Directors Is considering sewrll opUons for 
reducing these costs. 

At the request or the President. the joint meeting with the Canadian 
Society of Forensic Sciences his been postponed lIltil 1991. Our 20th 
Anniversary Meeting is to be held In the New Yeri rei in 1990 which 
would have been the regul .. ye.. for the meeting with the Canadians. 
The meeting site his not been decided yet, but it may be ottewa. 

The Board of Directors has decided to begin the implemenletion of 
meeting policy guidelines to help protect sa=rs interests partlculrly 
cb-ing joint meetings . The pis of the Meeting Policy Committee ..e 
to malte OW' meeUngs professionally rewarding AN> nnanclilly 
successful. 

Vt. C<H1ITTEE REPOOTS 
A. 8y Llws 

No report 


B. Budget. Finanee 8nd Audit 

Dr. Anderson reported that the commIttee met 8nd audited the 

sa=T records supplied by the Treasurer. The business rec~ 


are In excellent shape and the committee collectively w. 

think the TrelStr8f' for his efforts. 


A moUon to accept the report of the committee was made by 
Dr. McBay. seconded by Mr. Prouty and the motion carried. 

A motion to accept the Treastrtr's report was made by Mr. 
Prouty. seconded by Mr. McGee 8nd the motion carried. 

C. ERA 
Dr. Caplan reported that the Board reviewed two applicltions 
for 1961 awards which w.... approwd by the Board of 
DIrectors. They Ire ror Robert I. Fltzgerlld 8nd Joseph Don.; 
students of Dr. 81... .t the Medic.1 College of Virgini.. The 
awrdees were In Ittendance It the meeting. The IWards are 
$500elCh. 

There re no other appllcltlons pending. 

D. ToxTllk 
Dr. Slejic thanked III the contributors and Pit Monforle for 
their help in producing the issues of ToxTllk. 

E. DUID 
Dr. Solomon's committee's reports were giwn cb-ing this 
morning's sclenUnc session by the committee members. 

F. Grants and Endowments 
Dr. Phillips reported that an ...ticle describing the acUviti ... ~·i 

plans of the committee is in the most recent Issue of Tox . ~. 
The committee has requested that the Treasurer Include a place 
on the dues notice for members to Indicate that they wish to 
!MIte • ERA contribution ebow 8nd beyond the normeI amount. 
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Jnce the ERA food is at $10.000. awrds will be fWlded from 
the Interest on the principle. Corpor.Uons will then be solicited 
ror contributions. 
...--Jhe conmlttee has requested that the mlXflYMln size of the 

J be increased to $2.000 .net suggested that the .w.... 
TlIIte I presentaUon about the fooded research It the following 
SCFT meeting. 

S. ~Iity Asstrance Survey 
[)r. Childs reported that the recentlsSUI of ToxTlik contains In 

[}A strWy .net OW' replys .net comments will be appreci.ted. 

ff. Meeting Site 

Mr. lewis reported that plans are ooderwlY for the 1986 

meeting in Philadelphia to be held It the Hershey Hotel. 

September 26th through October 1st. 


Meeting sills ... planned thrcMql 1992 .net they ... 
196e-Phlladelphll. PA 
198CH:hicago. Il 
199O-New York City Are. 
1991-A joint meeting with the Canedi.. Society of Forensic 
Sciences. the location hils yet to be selected. 
1992-Harlford. CT 

lhW review are potenti.1 meeting sites for 1993. 1994. 
Mr. lewis thanlted those who NMt Stbnitted appIic.Uons to 

host meeUngs. 

I. Membership 
Dr. Hodnett reported thet the commiU... has processed thirty 
~ applic.Uons for new rnember'Ship. The committee hils 
, ,ted eleven Full members .net fCKl'teen Associate members. 
Ther8 ware five promotions from Associate to Full membership 
.net one promotion to Retired membership. The total mernbeI'Ship 
or 5a'T Is 269. 

J . P\mlicaUons 
Dr. Monforte reported that thirteen pIpIf'S were Stbnitted for 
publlc.Uon In the specl.1 5a'T Issue or the JcMrnaI or AnalyUcal 
Toxicology. <bt PIlI*' was rejected .net twelve of the pIpIIrS 

were published In the specl.1 issue. A paper was included in the 
speci.1 issue thet was not Stbnitted thrcMql sa:T. Dr. Monforte 
lhInked. In addition to the committee members. Eric Espa for 
his help in putling the Issue together. 

Ie Safety .00 Health 
No Report 

l. NomlnaUng 
Dr. McCurdy in the absence of Dr . Kincaid annoooced the slate of 
nominees recommended by the NominaUng Committee for the 
offices of President. Vice President. Tremrer and three year 
term Director of sa=T. They are: 
For President - Mr . Michael P. McGee 
F or Vice President - Dr. C. Nicholas Hodnett 
For Secretary - Dr. Richard Pinder 
F ---- ireclor - Dr. Jeanne 6eno 

Dr. Rieders moved that the report of the Nominating 
Comntttee be approved. The motion was seconded by Dr. 
t'k6ay . The motion erried. 

VII. SECRETARY'S RE~T 
Secretary Homell reported that a rnenmership directory will be 
produced in the nexl lwo months. He is slilleccepling membership 
profiles from those who have not sent them In yet. 

VIII. OCD BUSlhlSS 
None 

IX. NEW BUSHSS 
A. ADUTA 
President McCurdy restated that sa:T has no direct 
Inwlv8ment in ADUTA. but he thought it would be usefullo have 
• brief presentation and then discussion about ADUTA. Mr. Mit 
low from Tech law. the general cOlllCiI for ADl1TA. gave a 
short presentation about ADUTA. <Mslions followed concerning 
ADUTA and clarlficaUon of the f,"lIons of the 5a'T 1I.lson to 
ADUTA. 

B. 01l£R 
Mr. Prouty made • motion that the Clrrtnt President appoint • 
commiU... to ....1.,., • position stat.amant or response to the 
tfiS regul.tions and guidelines for Irlne crug testing 
IIboreLories as to how they may or may not be considered to be 
representative IS stJndard guidelines for .11 forensic toxicology 
testing .net thel there be • timely response by this commit .... 
prior to the and of this calendar ye.. to the 80rd and the 
member'Ship Urough • melling. The motion was seconded by Mr. 
Eberhardt. A lenothy discussion of this motion followed. An 
amendment to Mr. Prouty's motion was made by Dr. F. Rieden 
staUng lhIt. the chalrTnlll of the Qlallty AsSlrance Committee 15 
to be a member of this commit ..... The amendment was seconded 
by Mr. Prouty .net the amendmenl was accepted. The amended 
motion carried. 

X. t01lNATIOO FRa1 Tl£ Fl<XR 

There were no nominaUons from the floor. Dr. F. Rieclers mcMId that 

the nominations be closed .net the motion was seconded by Dr. Relding. 

The motion carried. 


XI. ElECTIOO 

Dr. F. Rieders mowd that the recommendetions of the Nominating 

Committee be elected by acclamation. Tb8 moUon was seconded by I't'. 

EberMrdl.oo the motion crried. 


XII. ADJ<l.Af'£NT 

President McCtrdy asked for a moUon for IdjOW'flm8l\t. The moUon 

was made by Mr. lewis and seconded by Dr. Osiewicz. The motion 

carried. The meeting was adjotrned.t approximately 11:35 AM EDT. 


71/ji;#
C. Nicholas Hodnett. Ph.D . 
Secretary. sa:r. Inc. 
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ELMER GORDON OPEN FORUM 	 NEW S.O.F.T. MEMBERS 

EQUIPMENT PARTS NEEDED for Perkin Elmer AS-41 solid injector; FULL MEMBERS: 
Perkin Elmer PEP data reduction system; Perkin Elmer F-40 head 
space analyzer; and Perkin Elmer MS-41 solid injector. If you Ian M. Davis, M.S., CompuChem Labs, Research Triangle Park, NC 
have any parts or are aware of any source for parts for this Amiya KantilDhar, D.Sc., Bayside, NY 
equipment, please contact: Anna L. Ezell, M.S., Miss. Crime Lab, Jackson, MS 

Carol Fletterick, M.S., S. Windsor, CN 
Joseph R. Monforte, Ph.D. Giri Giridhar, Ph.D., MetPath, Teterboro, NJ 

Wayne County Medical Examiner'S Office Joseph J. Saady, Ph.D., Richmond, VA 
400 East Lafayette Donald R. Wilkinson, Ph.D., Delaware St. College, Dover, DE 
Detroit, MI 48226 


telephone (313) 224-5626 

ASSOCIATE MEMBERS: 


* 	 * * 
George F. Jackson, B.S., Richmond, VA 

Qualified firms interested in receiving RFP for a Quality Sam L. Howell, B.S., Miss. Crime Lab, Jackson. MS 
Assurance Program for the Dade County, Florida, employee drug Brian O'Rourke, B.S., Westbury, NY 
testing program reply to: 

PROMOTI ONS : 
W. Lee Hearn, Ph.D. 
Laboratory Director Michael A. Doskotz, M.D., to Full Member 

Dade County Medical Examiner Dept. Teri L. Stockham, Ph.D., to Associate Member 
1050 	 N.w. 19th Street 

Miami, FL 33136 * • * * * 

* 	 * * 

CONGRATULATIONS to Tim Rohrig and his bride on their recent MEMBERS ON THE MOVEmarriage. 

* 	 * * * * 
WILLIAM H. ANDERSON, Ph.D., Sierra Nevada Laboratories, 888 Willow 
Street, Reno, NV 89502 (702) 786-4414 

MICHAEL R. BAYLOR, 200 Coventry Lane, Cary, NC 27511 

Moving? Be sure to notify Richard D. Pinder, Ph.D., SOFT 
Secretary, Office of the Chief Medical Examiner, Box 427, 
Farmington, CT 06034-3980 

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES 

Do you have a position available that may be of interest to SOFT * *" * * * 
members? Please submit the information to ToxTalk. There is no 
fee for this service. 

FORENSIC/CLINICAL TOXICOLOGY OPENINGS in well-equipped 
laboratory. Requires minimum B.S. (science) with 20+ chemistry
credits, experience desired. Salary range $21,000 to $38,000. 
Contact: 

Thomas J. McGimpsey 

Department of Labs and Research 


Westchester County

Valhalla, NY 10595. 


* 	 * * * * 

NEW S.O.F.T. MEMBERSHIP DIRECTORIES 

WILL BE MAILED OUT SOON. BE 

SURE TO PAY YOUR DUES SO WE CAN HAPPY HOLIDAYS 

MAIL A COPY TO YOU! TO ALL !! 

PROFESSIONAL CALENDAR 
February 5, 1988: LABORATORY MANAGEMENT WORKSHOP, San Francisco/San Jose, CA. Contact Halle Weingarten, Santa Clara County Laboratory of 
Criminalistics, 2837 Little Boy Lane, San Jose, CA 95148 

CALIFORNIA ASSOCIATION OF TOXICOLOGISTS 1988 quarterly meetings: February 6 - San Francisco/San Jose, CA; May 7 - Orange County, CA; 
August 6 - Northern California; November 5 - Los Angeles. Contact: Paul Sedgwick, Orange County Sheriff- coroner, Forensic Science 
Services, P.O. Box 449, Santa Ana, CA 92702 (714) 647-7481. 

June 27-30, 1988: THE INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF FORENSIC TOXICOLOGISTS, Groningen, The Netherlands. Scientific program includes a spe~"l 
one-day session on "Interpretation of Analytical Results." One day a parallel session is planned on mass spectrometry and mass sele 
detention together with the Department of Clinical Chemistry, Section Mass Spectrometry of the University Hospital Groningen. All , 
aspects of forensic toxicology will be covered in proferred papers and posters. On request round table conferences can be held. Contact: Dr. 
Donald R. A. Uges, Chairman, University Hospital Groningen, P.O. Box 30.001, NL-9700 RM Groningen The Netherlands; telephone: (0)50 61.4080; 
Telex: 53942 AZGN NL 

September 28 - October I, 19B8: S.O.F.T. 1988 ANNUAL MEETING, contact Jane Speaker, Ph.D., 2112 Cherry Street, Philadelphia, PA 19103. 
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~27 responses were received by 23 November, 1987.*** 
Not all respondents answered all questions. 

S.O.f.T QA/OC COMMITTEE SURVEY: fALL 1987 

01. 	 Laboratory Type: Primary(l], Secondary(2) function (1) (2) 
forensic (Solid dose,Criminalisticsl--1----l 
forensic (Biological) ]8 4 
Clinical (Toxicology / Pharmacology) 9 2 
Clinical (TOM) L-l 

02. 	 How many samples does your laboratory analyze monthly? 
11 - (1-1000); 11 - (1001-10,000); 3 (>10,000) : 

03. 	 How many analytes does your laboratory routinely test for? 
S - (1-10) 7 - (ll-SO) 13 (>50) 

04. Could you determine the mean, standard deviation, bias, etc on a 
set of values if they were given to you? Y-24 N-I 

05. Does your laboratory have a documented QC program for the various 
analytical procedures it performs? Y-21 N-fi 

06. Are all assays (save EtOHI performed in your laboratory QC'ed, 
i.e. 	are QC specimens incorporated into every analytical batch and are the 
results 	of these analyses checked before reporting out results? 

Y-19 N-fi 

07. Does your laboratory have an internal QC programf' 	 Y -24 N-2 

08. Does your laboratory have a 'blind" QC program? 	 Y-11 N-14 

09. 	 Does your laboratory participate in an external QC program(s)? 
Y -26 N-O 

10. Does your laboratory prepare its own QC material? 	 Y-23 N-4 

11. 	Where does your laboratory procure its primary standards? 
Phanaaceutical ~ USPC. NIDA. RTI. NBS. Radi.n. Sl~. 
EPA, Alltech,Roche, Applied SCience 

12. Does your laboratory routinely validate the purity of its procured 
primary standards? Y-12 N-13 

13. Are standards (as well as all reagents) dated, initialled and does 
each bear an ~xpiration date? Y-21 N-fi 

14. 	 Docs your laboratory follow Standard Operating Procedures SOP's? 
Y -24 N-3 

15. 	 Do your laboratory's SOPs include: 
Chain of custody (sample handlin~ and security). Y-24 N-2 
Procedure section, inr.luding a detailed description of all steps 

involved 	 in the processing, al.alysis and reporting of a result. Y-22 N-5 
Policy for handling ('ut of control analyses, Le QC _doesn't meet 

acceptance 	criteria. Y-17 N-fi 
Policy and procedures for confirmation activities. Y-zi N-6 
Indications of continuous review. Y-18 1'1-6 

) 


16. 	Are all analyses in your laboratory performed in a secured area? 
Y-22 N-S 

17. Does the Laboratory Director or Technical Supervisor certify the 
accuracy of all test results before they are reported? Y-19 N-8 

18. Does each analytical batch performed in your laboratory contain 
ne~ative. positive and detection level controls along with appropriate 
standards? Y-19 N-8 

Are these controls prepared in the same biological matrix as the 
specimens bein~ analyzed? Y-2O N-4 

.19. Are the 'raw' data from all analyses kept for some period of time 
in a ,.prescrlbedJ location? Y-27 N 

How 10n<;J? yr. -+ indefjnitely 

20. Do all quantitative assays, specifically chromatographic, 
performed in your laboratory utilize internal standards? Y-2S N-I 

21. Are all new methods (developed internally or taken from the 
literature) thorou<;Jhly evaluated and validated (range, linearity, 
precision, accuracy, interferences and recovery) before they are used to 
prov ide re .. u 1 t,.? Y -24 N-4 

An! --tlie data kept on file and updated as necessary? Y-21 N-S 

22. Does your laboratory have a maintenance lo~ for .ll e-.lLipment, 
analytical and otherwise describing and documenting all preventive 
maintenance and major repair or service? Y-21 N-S 

23. 	 Does your laboratory comply with the NIDA guidelines? Y-S N-16 
Will your laboratory comply with the NIDA guidelines? Y-9 N-IO 

24. 	 Do you support the concept of laboratory accreditation? Y-24 N-O 
If so, who should the accreditation process be administered by: 

at the <;Jovernment, bt professional organization(s), c. private 
groups, picked by bid, dl other ( ) 

.: I b: 16 c: 1 .+b: 4 .+c: 1 

25. Do you feel that some a~ency should accredit forensic 
Toxicologists at various levels? Y-21 N-I 

26. 	 Do you feel that all positive results must be confirmed? 
Y-22 N-3 

Confirmed on site Ll8 	 N-4 
Confirmed by GC/MS 	 Y -14 N-IO 

27. 	 Does your laboratory have a GC/HS? Y -20 N -6 
If not, does your laboratory have access to a GC/MS? Y -7 N_I 

28. Bow would you rate your laboratory's QC program (I=poor, 
5-exce lie nt) ? Average 4 

Range: I - S 



OPTIONAL: *20 respondents answered these questions: 
29. What do you think constitutes a minimally acceptable QA/QC 

program? 

Questionnaire items Use of Internal Standards 
Independent QA review 
Following CAP guidelines 
Wri tten SOP s 
legally defensible analytical procedures 
Competently trained staff 
AAFS guidel ines 
DocLlJlentation of procedures 
Certification of results 
QC sa-ples in each batch 
External and Blind Testing Sa-ples 

30. \-Ih a t areas of QA/QC are most pertinent to the Forensic 
Tox icolog is t? 

DocLlJlentation of i tells above 

Chain-of-custody 

QA Policy 


Use of Standards and Controls 
Analytical - specificity. accuracy. precision. interf~rences. instruDent .aintenance 
Full Spectrum GC,"S for each COlpound • 
Internal blind QC 

31. What areas of QA/QC do you think the S.O.F.T QA/OC committee 
should addr e ss? 

Information. Education. Consultation 
Setting Reasonable Guidelines for Q.A./Q.C. and Assistance in I~leaentation 
Provide Control Material Proficiency Testing 
laboratory Accreditation through S.O.F.T. 
Standardize Reporting Formats 
Validation of Procedures 



PRELIMINARY ANNOUNCEMENT: EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY 


posit"ion: FORENSIC TOXICOLOGIST Location:Richmond, Virginia 
Employer: Commonwealth of Virginia Apply by: 1/8/88 

Department of General Services 
Division of Consolidated Laboratory Services 
Bureau of Forensic Science 

Salary Range: $29,898 - $40,843 
Duties: Supervises the Driving Under the Influence of Drugs Program. 
Preferred Qualifications: Ph.D. in chemistry, pharmacology or related 

natural sciences; also prefer D.A.B.F.T 
certification or eligibility 

For formal job announcement and State Application Form (10-012)contact: 
Department of General Services 
Bureau of Personnel 
805 East Broad Street, Room 117 
Richmond, VA 23219 
(804) 786-3910 

For 	 technical information contact: 
James C. Valentour, Ph.D. 
(804) 786-4706 




